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Immediate Municipal Ownership Cranks
Dazed Over Giant Merger Sub-
railway Scheme.

Tremendous Plans Now Being Per-
fected for New and Vast
Street Railway System

Have Set the Ideas of the Agitators Agog
and Sent Their Hopes
Aglimmering.

Their Puny Pettifogging About City Owner-
ship and Operation Is Now but
Laughing Stock.

All Talk of an Independent Mayoralty Candi-
date on That Issue Scouted
Ridiculous.

as

In the HNghtninglike eapldity with | Mitchell and J, Plirpont Morgan, one

which events and developments in the
tractlon question hinve followed ench
other within the last three woeks, one
the Interesting  conditions
thereby  produced s the prodicament
in wihileh the advoentes of [mmedinio
municipal ownership of the stroet rall-
witys il themselves,

These Individuals, It I8 no exnggem-
tion to sy, have had the ground coin-
pletely eut from under thelr feet with
out thelr knowing It. Their brenth
hus been falely tnken away, nnd fhey
stand daged and dumfounded in view
of 0 movement In the line of publie
progress and municlpnl lmprovement
s0 colossal, that its full lmport van
hnwdly yet be renlized by any of us.

Glguntle schemes for the acquiring
of underground Chiengo, with s vase
andmanifold intevests. he merging of
all existing street'car properties, fran-
chines und values, The creation of a
yvist down-town subway that will revo-
lutlonize conditions of tratlic and com-
nieree in this elty, and that may settle
as mere collaternl Incldents such prob-
lems as the lowerlng of the river tun-
nels and Ineldentally the Inke tramtice
of Chlengo, Plans that must, If careled
out, chunge the whole aspect of the
thoroughfures of the second greatest
vty of the United States, nnd produce
conditions that none of us  ever
drennimed of, and the propoxsition to ex-
pend untold milllons of cupital In the
performance of nll this have combined
to completely squelch the puny pulinga
of the ngitutors for Immedinte munlel-
pal ownership,

Almost with the rapldity of a ma-
glelan’s wand, the developments of the
Inst few days have tuken the forcea
back of the agltation for Immedinte
municipal ownership out of the serlous
position which they had begun to oe-
cupy In the publie view, and placal
ihem in a vidicenlous, If not grotesque.
Hiht,

Muany men of standing and influence
in public life had hegun to regard the
immedinte municipal  ownership  ele-
ment 0¥ u factor which must in future
be reckoned with,  Particnlarly was

ol ninst

it expected to cut n wide swath in the |

coming spring election,

In view of recent events noboly, not
even the leaders of the agitation [tself,
now tukes the munleipal ownership
movement seriously, Thus ouce again
we see how even “The best lald plans
of mice nnd men gang aft aglee.”

When one reads of the lncorporation
of the Chiengo Hubway Compnny,
with a capitnl of &50,000,000, backed
by every rallway  enteriug  Chlengo;
when plans loom up in  conjuncilon
therewith, which contemplate, nmong
other things, un inerease in the qulck-
ness of mall delivery, rapid handling
of clty express matter, removal of
heavy cartage from the thoroughfares,
release of valuable down-town prop-
erty heretofore occupled by trackage
and frelght yards, subways and con
duits for all pipes and wires, handling
and transference of all heavy frelght
traffic through underground tunnels,
and in the same connection of a pool-
Ing of issues, for the merger and un-

derground handling of all down-town,

street car traffie, between such glants
of finance as Marshall Field, John J.

————— ——— e —— ————y—

cinnot help, when one thinks of the
munielpal  ownership ngitation, bhut
| smlle over the fad that falled,

1

.

Meantime the titanle plans for the
future shonld not make ns oblivious to
| the necessitles of the present,  As the
sehemes for great undergrouwml works
and enterpreises grow and multiply in |
slge wmd seope, the nesd of hamdling
downtown traffie by temporary provis
fon  increases, Trolley loop permits
shionld be granted the Unlon Traction
Company whenever needed for  this
purpone,

)

Mayor Harvison's tirm nnd reasona.
ble attitude on the tractlon question ot |
Inst bilds fale to produace Its settlement
on o magniticent seale,

)

The looting of the water fund may
be n good thing for the payroll brigade, |
but It looks very different to the tux-
puyers, 4

B

Municipnl ownership of a hundred
willlon dollars’ worth or so of fran-
chise nnd property rights s too big o
quid for even the wildest faddist to |
dream of biting off,

:

Most thinking cltlzens now  agree
that all talk about an Immedinte mu-
uleipal ownership candidate for Mayor
next spring may be set aslde as idle.

l

Before the water fund should be
spent for any other purpose the dwell-
ers In second-sfory finta In the North,
Northwest aud Bouthwest parts of the
clty should be supplied with water,

3

Robbing Peter to puy Paul Is poor
municipal poliey. 3

)

That was a “facer” the Mayor gave
Itttle Alllng when be asked the latter |
If he Intended incorporating in his pro- |
posedd charter lnw drnft any of his old
plans ke offering rewards for killing |
highwaymen, I

The nul:\' thing Mayor Harrison hna!

declined In connection with the next |
mayoralty campalgn s to discuss it. |

:

:

#o the cltizens’ street cleaning bu- |
renutt has a clalm  of over $10,000
ngninst the elty which It ostentatiously
undertook to do In ideal style ot lis|
own expense, The finance committes |
should throw this clalm ont. |

l

Hon. B. A. Ecklart, In his gpeech at |
the recent notable bhanguet given by
the Marguette Club stated a few Inslde |
fucts about the Anancing of the eam- |
palgn which show that as treasurer of
the State Central Republican Commit-
tee he was the rlght man In the right
plaee,

3

Chieago in all her marvelous history
never hid greater need for n relluble
mun in the Mayor's chalr than during
the next two years,

Hon, Charles J, Voplcka made the
best run of any of the Democratic

candidates for Cougress In Chicago,
He was carvied under by the thdal
wive nud by nothing else. His oppo-

JOHN J. MITCHELL,

The Chicago Banker, Who Is at the Head of the Great Chicago SBubway Scheme.

pent was not his equal In gqualitica-
tions for the oftiee In any way at o',
and the people of the whole city regre
the defeat of Mr, Vopleka as o distinet
loss to the clty's Interests,

Aiie,

Chicago needs 0 fire department.

A,

There were sixty thousand first vot
ers of Hlinols In the last enmpiign.
Everyoueo £ them voted for Roosevelt.

Many Inwyers wEu huve been busily

enguged In bribing Jurles for corporn-
tions In the upper courts are now de-
manding the abolitlon of the justice
courts,

Repeal  the ordinance  permitting
hunting lnside the city lmits,

Whether the stresat ruhwny compan-

fes are merged some the In the future
or not, the present comfort and con:
venlence of the publie should be pro-
vided for, I'uss the City Rallway or-
dinance,

Whatever may be done by the spe-
cinl Councill committee appointed to
conslder nll phases of the telephone
question, the general truth cannot be
dentd that nnder the manngement ot
President Arthur Wheeler amd  Gen-
ernl Manager A, 8 Hibbard the Uhi-
cago Telephone Company I8 giving ex-
cellent service to the public,

Bince the boundarles of the Drafu-
nge Distriet have been widened to tuke
In all Chicago and Evanston, It has
become  overwhelmingly Republican,
The esteemad Tribune, by the way, is
now strongly opposedl to the non-partl-
s Dealnoge Bonwd dea,

Almost every Chlengo five s n totul
loss,

Physlcluns on the County Hospltal
atnff  have made 'a strong protest
ngninst the proposed elvil service ox.
nmination for asplrants to that body,
They say it unfairly planned. Isn't
It about thme to Investigate this coun-
ty clvil #ervice buslness, anywuy?

Hns the much-tooted high pressure
witer system, llke every other pro-
posed Improvement of the antlquated
fire department, been allowed to fall
Into Innocuous desuetude?

Fudgy Farson, the spokesman of
the "Auto" nuisance, says they ocught
to put lawyers, not politiclnuns, on the

park bonweds,  He ought to put an aire
brake on hix wouth,

The Grafters' Unlon will be strongly
representsd on the new charter com-
milsslon,

It will oe Interesting to note the s
gument by which Benator Joe Haos
W support in the Leglslnture his bl
for changing the method of voting ror
Bunitary Trustees, OF course the re
dintrleting of the Banltary Distrlet will
buve no place In it

#

Too much bickering und potty jeal
ousy In the tire department.

3

“Nobody but a fool wonld say there
wius  nothing that could make
chinnge my mind a8 to a  renoming-
tlon,” wmays  Mayor Harrlson, And
Mayor Harrison s no fool,

i

3

Hon, B. A, Eckbart is one of the
strongest wmd most  popuiar - eltizens
mentioned-for the Republiean nomiaa-
tlon for Mayor,

}

Little Charley Alling onght to write
the new charter himself,

3

Hon, James H, Eckels hax brought
to the discharge of his duties as e
celver for the Unlon Traction Compan-
les those splendid business  gqualities
whileh have made him famons.

i

Look out for another big fire,

j

I8 it better that the taxeaters shoul )
g0 withont turkey or the tuxpayers
without wuter?

|

Rtand by Mayor Hareison on the
traetion guestlon.
The Eagle's scoop on Harlan's -

ey seems to have stiveed the ani-
mals up conshderably,

;

The charter commission will earn the
thanks of the people If It abolishes the
Aldermen,

$

Aboligsh everything that there 18 no
graft in and increase everything that
haw geaft attached to Ity I8 the cry of
the charter gang.

;

Chalrman Roy 0. West of the Re-
publican  State  Central  Commlttee
gnve out some interesting figures at
the genernl round-up held under thoe
nusplees of that body the other day.

These thgures showed  among  other
things that the vote for MeKinley In
Hinois In N was SOTHSS, a8 coimne
Pt with 0200 cast for Roosevelt
this yenr, o Republlean gain of 82,2

This should furnish some  fomd  for
thought to the lenders of all hranehes
of the Democracy of this SBtate, '

HERL

The JeNerson Club of Chlcage hins
been Innnched,  The Bonwd of Diree- |
tors consists of Clarence 8. Iarrow, |
Judge EoF, Danne, Johin I, Gregg, |
), Eagle and Willlam Prentiss,

]

It Ix veported  that  Governor-eleet
Dioneen will tnke o hand in the selee-
o of the Rpeaker of the next Hons
of Representatives, Thix s reassaring,
forr Mr. Deneen's intlnence Is alwnys |

and I the best  interesis of e |
people, |
M I

Now that votlng machines  have

been held to be both constitutional anl
practieable, it is to be hopsd no time
will e lost in putting them into oper
ntlon

;

The fire department lacks diseipline, |

B

The West Park system needs o new

geeretiry :
* I

For twenty yenrs Chleago led the |
fhre dopartments of the worll. Now

sl tadls the Mst.

$

Every dend bent on the new charter |
committes—awmwl there are  many of |
them-—wiants the justice courts ubol- |
Ishiedd,

!

Gov. Deneen will see tant West Park
hills are promptly pakl,

3

tieant the trolley loops nml accom-
elate the people,

)

West 'ark ereditors who have been
kept ont of their bills for over two
yeurs want o change.

i

After the water grab, the

of municipal misery.

deluge

}

The great subway scheme will o
away with the teaming nuisanee,

3

Munaging Receiver John €, Fetzer
ef the Unlon Traction Company 14
dolng splendid work.  In the present
erisis In the afules of the company no
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DUNNE DECLINES IT.

Jurist Tells His Friends that Under No
Circumstances Will He Run
for Mayor.

Has Too High an Appreciation of the
Honor Done Him Recently
by the People

'In Re-electing Him to the Bench—Will Con-
| tinue His Active Interestin
‘ Ifubllc Affairs.

'There Is No Lack, However, of Available Candi-
‘ dates in the Democratic Ranks

| at Present.

|

Mayor Harrison by No Means Qut of the Race—
. His Latest Significant
' Utterances.

Judee Edward Fo Dunte declines o | that Clindeman Carey nml Becretary

be o camdidate  for  Mayor  wext | Labiff were jostifisd Iy suying that his
| spring, homor Is not at present™ o candidate
The  distingnished  Joreist, whose | in any sense of the word, Mr. Harrl-
napie for several doys past has been | son sids: UAs o declining In the

s protdnently mentioned in connecs | spreing—well, T shall declde that ques-
tion with the Democratie nomination | tion then, There is plenty of time in
o thils ottles, has told  his  closest D the fataee oo digseass 0 amd 1 mnst

febends  that ander no elrenmstanees
worthl e b enmdidate or permit his
pete b o before the convention,
There Is to doubt that Judege Dunne
wiis the Hrst eholee of o large section

| thecline to say anything on the suhject
now."

Repubitican nomination for Prestdent

of the party, but It was Ly no means 1008 ) 1 |
" i " (M o O
L ertain that he: could Bave the Deino- | n ws already been started, It
many e rather early, but then its pro-

eratle pominantion, for there are other [ Dintir Bo. outt ‘Bise & nd

Richmwomds in the fleld, several  of | i l“ n “.1" ." il thet

whom have us lnrge nnd influentia) | 200SC about the early bird,

i following In the party as b
Judge Dunne was aware of all this,

bt even I he bhad the positive assur-

‘ Charles ®, Deneen's boom for the

| iy the woes of o poor old eity merit
systent The st blaek exe adminis-
ance of the nomination he would not, | tered to that frayed-ont institution has
he nssured his felends, nceeept it come through a decislon  glven by

Judge Dunne §s quoted as  saying | Judge MeEwen ordering the relustates
that he consldersd the judicial office | Ment W ith back pay of Officer M. Con-
s belug as bigh and honorable as that [ dell, who had been discharged by the

]tu this position for sIx years

| Chiengo, all of
Chere and bound np in the cliy's wel

of Muayor, and that he had too high
an opinion of the trust the people il
reposced I him to exchange it now for
that of another oftiee.  The people, he
clutmed, had lodorsed hils record  on
the Leneh by recently reselecting hhm
more,
und he proposed to shiow his apprecia-
tion of that honor by devoting himself
to the discharge of the duties of the
offlee of Judge of the Clvenit Couart, in
sieh 0 mnnner ax o deserve noocon-
tinuation of the contidence of the pub-
e,

Thix declzlon on the part of Judge
e I8 not to be taken as an indiea-
tlon that he has lost any of his keen
fnterest In public, awl  partienlarely
wantelpal, affales,  He proposes (o
take as netive an interest in these mat-
ters s he ever hns and ns bhecomes o
gond eltlzen, A life-long veslident of
whose  interests  are |

fure, e will continue to he o foree in

| publle affales, s well as In the a@fales

of the Demoeratie pnrty, Vhiese things
the Judge has npon Lis
friends, assuring them that whether it
be In questions of party policy or in
sueh mntters as munleipnl ownership,
the new eharter, of the other handesd
aml one things that go to make the
future of Chleago, he will be found
an earnest nd nn netive factor

Tinpressl

While Judge Drunne's declsion not to

bie 0 ecandidate hins not before heen
mande publie, it 8 known on the best
of authority 1o be  frrevoeahie, nwl
while It has consed considerable dis
nppolntment 1o his personal and elose
politieal friends the latter pecognize it
us o wise conelusion,

A chanee of eleetion to o oflles
with & two-year term nd o salary of
S10,000 18 0 poor indueement to resizn
an assurad term of fve years ot the
sime salaey, aud carrying with it Just
a8 mueh dignity and honop.

Mayor Havrlson, on ]l!'-' refturn from

his hunting teip made It plain that
those who had been clabming he was
entlrely out of the running us o possi-
ble candidate next spring wers not ex-
netly posted In the matter. The Mayor
in the varions interviews which he has
given out on the subject sinee his re-
turn has not only mude it elear that his
belng a candidate for re-election I8 o
possible contingeney. but that under
cortuln clrenmstances It would be o

better man could be In charge.

probuble one.  While the Mayor stated

commisslon
0nree,

and separnted from the

The new charter should arrange for
a genernl chunge In the rules govern-
Ing the fire department.  They need
overhauling sndly,

The Marquette Club has been for
years o maseot in starting presidentind
hooms, Congressmun Boutelle ably
lnunehad the lnst one In eloquent nad
forceful style,

For one thing, the business end of
the fire departiment, that is to say, the
purchase of materinl, supplios, reial es.
tnte, hovses, femd and other matters
of a shimilarly purely business nature,
should be handled by a separate de-
partinent entively, with a head of its
own absolntely independent  of  the
chief, who should not be hampered
with such mntters,

In critivising the divect primary prop-
ositlon County Judge Orein N. Carter
e rhed that one of the evils It would
ihlll't'l_\' work would be to transfer the
power from the politicians to the news
papers, There I8 maeh fosd for thonght
i this somewhat sorpeising statement
of Jodge Cartey,

Mayor Harrvison has returned from
| s hunting teip withont very wuech
P spodl, bat he got baek in thwe to give
both laerels to the story that nder
oo clremmstanees will e be o camdi
dute for reelection,

|

Building Commissioner Willloms is
engaged In investigating just how far
the thre dvill ordinance for the pabilice
schoonls Is belog complivd with,  The
fre drlll may be all vory well in s
wiay, but plenty of oxits and fire ex-
ciapes woulil e better still.

L Chinrges have been made that telek-
ery, misrepresentation of  the facis
| il suppression of oftieln] Agures wore
sl 1o seenrve Couneil approval of the
plin to divere the water fund from 1S
legitimate porposes,  Dnstead of o sur-
plus it would seem there I8 ut present
i shortage of revenue in the witer e
partient, but whether there ho a surs
plus or o shortnge it Is legal and an
ontrage, wmder all the elrcmmstinees,
to  attempt  to divert  the  wmoney




